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At. tent ion: Dr. Coujrtland Perkins 

i)oar Dr. Perliins: 


i r. 


Bob SuchhoiK tias asked »e to send you a brief statacsrt on_roc©nn^sance 
satellites. Peoauso trds is one of ray favorite subjects, I have 
g^at difficulty in keopiiv: it brief. It is my understanding that you 
iiave EAHD 3-72, hence my roTorence to it. ! 


Other sensors besides photo^rapliy (or iVy are posalule, 

possible role in the w&rrdn.5 prcbloni, wtiich I regard as ^loaer U 

than to Intenirence, the rajor sciisor wiU oe plwtography (or ^ 

reasons developed in lecture 26 of 3-72. The prepared statement foUcors; 




3se V.X'-li 3-72 - T.,nctur3 2o 


I.«e .,.1. -^ 1 "* Es^iCNAae 

C..- SECriOMft voe «... . 


'»HE ^s^icnaL 

manner to an oNAorl^J.Jl^ 

LlS^>iWUO by lAw *^^‘^**®*'*“ ImRSOW 18 


GROUP-4 'uS 

Downgrnded at 3 year intervals; 'i". m-v »ii ■ ■ ^ 
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Kll^tarv reco.'»r.=ki3 sauce sateUitos u^y be categorlaed in severe^ ~ 

by ^isefk life, purpose, sensor, method of returning daU, etc. | Oho 
such abbreviated outline is attached. A useful concept of reconi^ssance 
operations envisions wholesale and cyclic.'Avoraf.e of Buuv ^lio^ oi 
soi2are miles at a relatively poor ground resolution (e.g. 50 - ICO ) with 

concurrent selective a.-^ cyclic coverage of smaller ai'eas at Inciwasin^y 
rocKl rrov.nd resolution, and sU^ltaneous and continuous s^iryeiUi^.ce ol 
selected areas or. a very frequant basis. :n-d3 ccncepu P^^ts wia ^ lact 
reqtiires t.’.e itr/elap:r.ent ‘uih use of eateilites w.hlch rapi^y oo^ect and 
t)h""'=»ically ret'jrn such iart:e voxvjmas of data ai^ would be iiapossible to 2»ena 
back by viaoo iirx. This tj-pe of sateUite could be of i^Uve^ si^rt 
I’fe a-^d o'oarabe at. relatival;/ low altitude (e.g. l>0-200 niltes;. fae 
-urveiilar cV oateliitos could arKi should allocate and expend thefr low 
inforuition rate video link potential on those raconnaissance targets end 
tasks whioVi require daily (or ir:cre frequent) sarveillance. 
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GROUP-4 i 

Do-wnfrm4; c! al ?< yc.ir inrcrvals 
Deci^Kificd after 12 years, j 




•FjerrluTt* CONTAINS INFORMATION 

^rxcc natio.nal defense of the united 

Sw/ t.tII”'" meamNo of the espionage! 
ii7V. SECT'CKS 793 and J94. I 

the transmission or revelation of which in 
any manner to an unaothorieed person ,8 ! 

PROH^aiTPO av LAW, I 
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